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April 30, 190 7 


No, Sarah Board 
married David's 
father Walter. 



Kiss Mary C, Envin; 

My Dear Friend and Cousin; 

In my Judgement there is no question of its importance 
so much neglected by people genera LLy as the subject of 
"Family Records", and when I meet with a person who appears 
to show a desire to preserve and keep up their faml Ly~Reeord 
I am much inclined to encourage and help them in the effort. 
So as the weather topday is to damp and chiLLy for me to 
work outside I have concluded to give you items relating 
to our branch of the Srwin family as I have them from my 
Grandfather, imvia ^rwin, and his sons and daughterau 

In the first five pages of the Life of ^ashing ton 
Irving yon will find the early trandltions of our branch of 
the Erwin famiLy fuLLy confirmed. To-wit ; that we are of 
Scot eh- Irish descent and at an earLy day many of them were 
driven by the persecution, of the o Ld church to the north 
of Ireland, from the "orth for ^Scotland and its islands 
and by closely observing the verbal and written history 
that among them were those who spelled their names in the 
same variety of ways as those that were Left behind them, 
(Irwin Irvin ^rwin Srvin Irvine etc..) 

The written history of our branch of the £rwln 
famiLy begins with David Erwin* The tradition is that 
two brothers named Erwin imigrated from the north of Ire Land 
about the year L74Q some way 1730 both may be true for 
sometime ago I clipped an article from a Hew Jersey newspaper 

an article giving a history of Co melius Board sett Led in t 

county, Hew Jersey in L730 and manufactured the first cut" 
nails ever made in the otates. A number of years ago I 
visited ^.unt 3etsey Erwin See Ley then visiting her daughter 
Catherine (Mrs. Senj. 1* Smith) at Princeton, ILL. and one 
day I asked Aant Betsey where my father got his first name 
Cornelius, ^-fter some LittLe reflection she said, lf ^hy, 
your father got it from Cornelius Board who was an own courjin 
of m\ father David Srwin." 


So you see one time d^man of the name of Board 
married an &rwin woman and come to America before 1740# 
David Irwin was born in Heward ffew Jersey May IB, 1758, 
and married Miss Catherine Mans on of the same city and state 
March 22, 1780. Catherine Hanson was born Dec, LL, L76U 
To them were born ten children; PoLLy Marchll, L781, 
Walter Spet. La, L782, Moses M. Dec. 16, 1783, Alexander 
Bryant June Lo f 17 87, Cornelius Matthew July 25, 17 88, 
Matilda March 6, 1790, Sarah. Aug. 20, 1792, Betsey June 25 
L795, Pmden *iien Oct. 16, 179 L, ITancy Hov. 24, 1799. 

The first thcee of the above were born in Hewark, II. J. 
and the other were born in Fair Haven Rutland Co. Vermont 
to which place Grandfather and his famiLy moved as I under staid 
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in 1785, His family then consisted of himself, wife and 
Mother $ and two sisters Susan and Fancy, The Last three 
and his mother died in Pair Haven 

In 1803 or 4, Grandfather moved to Franltlin Co. ISVY* 
where most of his children married and raised families and ^. 
then these scattered far and wide mostly to the western states, 

David i^rwin and th^ree of his aons participated in 
the battle of Piattstrurg in the war of 1812 under circum- 
stances which I may relate hereafter, other duties eo#- 
pieLling me to postpone this to a Later period. 

-ith much Love from us all to your Grandparents 
and all others interested* 

I am very truly yours, 
Le??i a D. Erwin. 
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Your letter f ..ic LOth was duLy 


Rus hviL 1 e, I iiinoi s 
Attrii 29, 1907 . 



eive. . 


foraatia 


LLA V 






"... 


my ahuroh duties, 


• : /ater, Jam *», 9 ijS the 30:i of Pruci.* L 

Allen Brwin, the son of David Srwin, who served in Captain ititehei'a 
Company of the Few Jersey troops of the Revolutionary v/ar of 17 76, 
His name also appears oil a record of the preceding of a commission 
which met May 7, 1778 to classify different companies. 

He was with Gen. Washington ^hen he re -crossed the Delaware 
River and captured Trenton, on Christmas night 1776, 
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l?or Information apply to 

Record and Pension Office 

7ar Department, Washington, D 

Lewis D» JSrwin 


C. 



